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Getting the Point Across:

A Gentleman’s Smallsword in the Cellar

By: Hannah Wells
Digital Archivist

¢ ‘Knowledge of the Small-Sword...is an Art so necessary to be known, and so proper a Qualification
for the constituting of a Man a Gentleman, that I had almost said, he can be none that is not

skill’d therein.” - Henry Blackwell
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sory with no true offensive use. In Wil-
liam Hogarth’s series of paintings,
“Four Times of the Day” depicting daily
life in London circa 1736, his piece
“Noon” (Figure 1)features a family
strolling along the street. Both father
and son of the well-heeled noble family
are wearing smallswords on their per-
son, clear signifiers of social status. Mar-
yland colonists, such as Col. John Addi-
son, would follow these same fashion
conventions in North America. Archae-
ological evidence of this can be found in

Figure 1: “Noon” by William Hogarth, 1736. Both the form of multiple sword components Top: Brass quillon block
father and son wear smallswords on their person. excavated from the Addison Plantation

. Left: Brass knuckle guard;
site.

ate statement of identity.
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Figure 2: Smallsword components from the Addison plantation, ca
1690-1730.

Right: Brass counterguard fragments
everal cast metal sword components were found during excavations of Col. John

Addison’s original post-in-ground house and associated cellar. The smallsword
components were found in the wood-lined passageway to the cellar, which extended 25
feet away from the original post-in-ground house site. This passageway may have had Parts of 2 Smallsword Hilt
objects hanging from the walls or tucked against the sides of the passage for storage.
The sword components, which included two identical counterguard fragments, a
knuckle guard, as well as a quillon block, were all made of cast brass and featured simi-
lar ornate designs (Figures 2 and 3).These components were likely fragments of infan-
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